Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 12849 260258Z 

64 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 ( ISO ) W 

129703 

O R 260245Z AUG 76 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1840 

INFO DOD IMMEDIATE 

JCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

COMUSJAPAN YOKOTA 

5TH AIR FORCE YOKOTA 

CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 12849 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, JA, KS 
SUBJECT: B-52 OPERATIONS 

1 . FONOFF HAS INFORMED US THAT FLIGHT PLAN FILED FOR B-52'S 
MAY INVOLVE TRANSIT THROUGH JAPANESE TERRITORIAL AIR SPACE 
ALTHOUGH CHART-PLOTTING PROBLEMS MAKE IT ALSO POSSIBLE THAT 
FLIGHTS MAY SKIRT ISLANDS 

INVOLVED. FONOFF HAS ASKED FOR URGENT CLARIFICATION OF 
WHETHER FLIGHTS TRANSIT TERRITORIAL AIRSPACE OR ADIZ ONLY. 

2. WE HAVE INFORMED FONOFF THAT IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT B-52 FLIGHTS TRANSIT ADIZ ONLY BASED ON LOCALLY 
AVAILABLE INFORMATION BUT WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION ASAP. 

3. FONOFF (SECURITY DIVISION CHIEF SATO) SAID THAT GOJ 
QUESTIONS DO NOT IMPLY GOJ DOUBT ABOUT LEGALITY OF B-52 
TRANSIT, WHICH GOJ PREPARED TO DEFEND. FONOFF HOWEVER 
NEEDS ACCURATE INFO TO PREPARE FOR DIET COMMITTEE 
QUESTIONING. NATURE OF QUESTIONS WOULD DIFFER 
CONSIDERABLY IF TRANSIT OF TERRITORIAL AIRSPACE 
INVOLVED. OPPOSITION WOULD PROBABLY PRESS GOJ ON 
AIRCRAFT ARMAMENT AND RELATED QUESTIONS OF PRIOR 
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CONSULTATIONS, WHICH ARE BEST AVOIDED IF POSSIBLE. 
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